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Curacao’s Sea Turtles Highlighted on the Global Stage at UNOC3 in Nice

At the invitation of Mr. Sai Navoti, Chief of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Unit
at the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Ard Vreugdenhil, Field
Director of Sea Turtle Conservation Curagao (STCC), had the honor of presenting the
situation of Curagao’s sea turtles during the third United Nations Ocean Conference
(UNOCS3) in Nice. In front of an international audience, Vreugdenhil delivered a
passionate appeal for the protection of these iconic species and the fragile ecosystems
they inhabit.

Mr. Navoti’s invitation underscores the growing recognition of the conservation work
being done in Curagao. Known within the UN as a leading advocate for sustainable
development in island states, Navoti coordinates global strategies aimed at supporting
Small Island Developing States—regions especially vulnerable to climate change,
marine pollution, and economic instability. His involvement in UNOC3 reflects his role
as avital connector between grassroots initiatives and international policy-making.

In his speech, Vreugdenhil emphasized that sea turtles are not only ecological
keystones but also powerful symbols of connection between people and nature. "Sea
turtles are bridge builders," he said. "They link local communities to global networks,
tradition to science, and hope to action."

Vreugdenhil also warned of the local threats sea turtles in Curacao face daily: pollution,
discarded fishing gear, coastal development, unregulated tourism, and limited public
awareness. “Conservation is not an isolated act. It’s a collective choice for harmony, for
the future, for life itself.”

He called for stronger collaboration—engaging local fishermen, dive operators, tourists,
schools, governments, and international partners. He also stressed the importance of
education and outreach, a cornerstone of STCC’s mission. “What we do in a classroom,
for example in Germany, thousands of kilometers from home, is just as essential as
rescuing a turtle from entanglement.”



Finally, Vreugdenhil proudly shared STCC’s plans for a future Rescue Center on
Curacao: a facility where education, rehabilitation, and science naturally come together
in service of both nature and community. “It will be a place where knowledge grows,
lives are restored, and a new generation learns through compassion and involvement.
Not just a building, but a living symbol of what we can achieve together.”

About STCC

Sea Turtle Conservation Curagao is a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection
of sea turtles and their habitats around the island. Through research, education, rescue
operations, and community collaboration, STCC works toward a future where people
and nature coexist in harmony.



